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            There was not much time to actually catalogue all the wisdom and pass the 

sacred books to you.  As a small initiative, this leaflet is an attempt to help our young 

grasshoppers who have joined NISER just this year by giving them little advices (advice 

comes free and it helps sometimes).  So that the mistakes we made may not be repeated. 

And perhaps learn a few good things too.  

 

 

 

              Many people put their heads together when something good is happening 

which is a good thing. I am overwhelmed with gratitude to our seniors for this 

document, especially to Mahesh for allowing me to edit this document that he had sent 

to us when we were just like you. The cartoons, drawings and many important things are 

done by our immediate seniors Vishal, Abhiram and Reghu. Thanks to Soumya for 

editing my bad English. Also I want to thank everybody for their frank advices which 

make the bulk of this booklet.  

           If some remarks hurt you personally, I apologize. I request everyone to take 

this in a light nerve. If you still feel angry, take deep breaths. These droplets of wisdom 

have come from people who are more experienced than you. Heed to the advice of elders. 

And of course! You are free to experiment on your own. cheerio! 

 

 

All the best!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yours faithfully 

Suraj  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINE PRINT: (use reading glasses) this booklet has views expressed by the students and the NISER 

Administration is not involved in this. 



All photos were taken inside the campus.. 
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Once upon a time yesterday, a holy man was sitting under a broad banyan tree on the dusty 
mud road connecting two villages. He was at peace with himself though the afternoon sun 
seemed to burn people just all around the perimeter of the green old big banyan tree. A 
young man was walking along the road plodding slowly, gathering dust and tan and he saw 
the banyan tree and thought that the tree could accommodate one more person. He sat under 
the banyan and blinked particles out of his glassy eyes. The sage didn't smile nor 
greeted him. He said thus: 
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Academic 

 The first thing that I learned coming here is that understanding is very different from 

knowing. Every other guy knows about this nature but you have opted science only because 

you want to understand it. For this you have to pay. As you know no knowledge comes for 

free. You have to be quite rigorous at first.  

 It is that, many times a student may find the going tough at times during the class. He/she 

may encounter innumerable classes/periods wherein he/she finds it hard to grasp fully 

what is being taught by the instructor. In such times it is easy to get depressed and call for 

quits. Many students in fact get depressed to the extent that they develop phobia for the 

subject/instructor and start avoiding classes which more often than not proves to be 

counter-productive. One may do well to keep in mind the fact that the course-load in NISER 

is greater/ more comprehensive and many times more stringent than that in equivalent 

universities elsewhere in the country. It is not very necessary that the student needs to 

understand everything the moment it is taught in the class, but following up and NOT 

missing subsequent classes is always a big help. One always gets additional time to make up 

for the concepts which haven’t been grasped properly but being regular to class always 

makes the process easier. 

 It is always a nice idea to get a feel of all the branches/ facets of science in general (phy, 

chem, maths, bio) and the major in particular (condensed matter, high energy physics, 

biochemistry, nano-science, cryptology e.t.c ) before deciding which field of research one 

may one to get into. One of the clever ways of doing this is by diversifying one's summer 

projects in the initial years. 

 

NON ACADEMIC 

 1) While opting for "high-end" gadgets (say headphones, earphones, music players, laptops, 

portable hard disks) and/or books it may be a nice idea to check some popular internet sites 

(e.g. infibeam, flipkart) before relying on the quoted values of the local market. Especially 

for books, it’s ALWAYS a good choice if one makes a search in "Flipkart.com" before relying 

on the local book stores. 

 2) DO NOT create any gratuitous mess/disturbance in the IOP library lest you want 
yourself, your batch AND your seniors to suffer/ lose access to the IOP library. Take good 
care of your own library (NISER) too. 
 

      - Who sent this mail to me? aa..damn it! Some guy, let's say 'Alpha'. 

 

In here, you ought to be different 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           Calvin and Hobbes, Bill Watterson 

 

       

 



 
   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
    Welcome to NISER and hence heaven & hell. It'll be the first time you'll get great freedom, 
and with freedom you get great powers, and with great powers comes great responsibility. 
Responsibility of yourself. Rest falls into its respective places. Make new friends. Enjoy the 
rain and sunshine, love and hate, booze and butter, anything you wish! But in the hindsight 
always remember your goal – to learn something. Everything else will then become trivial. 
Many of ya'll find it different from anything you have encountered before. You'll need two 
things. The first thing is self-confidence. And the second thing is a working brain (to think), 
which of course you have, since you have come to NISER. Don't get bogged down by 
pressure. Learn to say "it's trivial". Talk with seniors and faculty. Drink black coffee. 
 
- Then this.... ok , Beta. 

 
 

   1) Asking all doubts to the teachers, friends or seniors. Many at times asking a 
topic/question personally helps a lot in its understanding. 

 
2) Clearing bio doubts then and there, by searching for it on net or books gives a positive 

feedback to sustain one's interest in bio. 

3) In math, problem solving part shouldn't be neglected. Group discussions help a lot. 

4) Sometimes physics reports may appear an additional burden, but doing it 

wholeheartedly improves several aspects. Repeat experiments when required and try 

discovering all possible mistakes. 

5) In Chem you must do the experiment well, it may seem very tough(well! you will sweat) 

and boring(stirring and stirring) but first if you think intricately about it afterwards you 

will find amazing chemistry is hidden in those complex reactions. 

6) Interacting much with seniors. Girls don't do it much. 

- Gamma. 

 

    Just because your pr quota is not 

Utilized at the end of the month, 

    DO NOT choose to print junk. 

 
    



 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

: 



 
 NISER is clean place, also beautiful too. Keep it clean. Use the dustbins well. The forest 
in the campus is very dense and very beautiful creatures live. And as they are the part 
of our ecosystem we should make sure they are unharmed! 

 
 Ask questions. Don’t be afraid to appear stupid. The stupid questions are usually the best 
and hardest to answer. They force the speaker to think about the basic problem. Don’t 
leave your brain in a slightest doubt even if you get bad responses from the person who 
is answering your questions. 

 
 I don’t know why all guys are here, but I know why I am here 
 
I am here not because I have to be but because I want to be 
I am here not because I want to do a summer project outside India 
I am here not because I want to get a high salary job 
I am here not because I want to be famous 
I am here not because I want to get a Nobel Prize 
I am here not even because I want to be the best 

 
I am here because I want to have fun with the freaking darn things I get to do here and I get 
to do afterwards, For the pleasure that I would get by learning something extraordinary, 
for the pleasure of sharing my knowledge and experience with others, for pleasure of having 
company of good people out here.  
- Psi. 

 
 You must be highly motivated towards science to survive and enjoy being at this institute. 
Please re-read the above statement two or three more times. It is not some fancy line we like 
to say. It means every meaning it conveys. If you came here just because you haven't got 
anything else, I can only hope that you eventually come to enjoy it. Please don’t treat this as 
just an alternative to engineering/medicine. Otherwise, you will land in soup because the 
study methodologies followed here are radically different from other colleges. You would 
understand the greatness of this place only if you are totally in love with science and any 
other motive of joining here, counts to nearly nothing. If, on the other hand, you have a real 
interest in what makes the world tick, there are plenty of people like you over here and you 
would love this place. Welcome. 
 
- Epsilon (>0) in collaboration with delta. 

 
  Avoid yourself falling into any kind of frustrations, once you are into it things will 
eventually turn bad for you and harm you, but there is always a hope, don’t panic and try 
to face it boldly. 

 
 NISER may not be the best place for you but yes it will teach you something, something that 
you will enjoy learning, you may do it in your own way, but you must get pleasure out of it. 
Always remember that thinking is much different than reading. You have to spend time on 
yourself to think over the topic which confuses you. 

 
 1)     Keep your mind open to all the subjects during your first year.. Don’t decide and 

make it up from  now itself...You might    be astonished to find a lot of beauty in a 
subject which appeared to you unimaginably dry till then……. 

     And very importantly don’t let your grades decide your best subject. 
 

       2)     Choose the stream which you really truly 'like the best'. Let there be no other reason 
(especially like the hype that follows a few subjects and some tom-dick 'n harry's opinion 
about a particular subject..etc..etc..).  Let it truly be YOUR choice and nobody else's.. Also 
don't worry about if/if not I’ll get the stream you like and stuff...Cuz u will, if you really 
want it. 

          - Tau. 
 Remember one important wisdom, anything that you have learned or going to learn 

needs a new thinking. Doing the same way that others and the generations have been 
doing is not going to teach you much. You must have your own and new way of 
approach. May be you will be wrong at some point. But still you must seek new 
possibilities. Then only you can speak about creativity and originality. This is what a 
man/woman in science must possess.  

                       
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 



                                                                     Vishal and Krishnan   

 

 Guys get immune to academic shocks. Don’t forget to read THE AMENDMENTS IN UG 
RULES. 

       -Theta. 
 
 
 

 Be aware of the outsiders who may roam in the corridors claiming to be the friends of the 
inmates. 

 
 
 

 (1)Try having a positive attitude towards rules. Please don't form the opinion that the 
administration enjoys forming strict rules and enforcing them. The rules are just there to 
ensure smooth flow of office activity and student affairs and for impartial treatment of all 
students. Not a big deal. Breathe. 
 

2) We have to be thankful for the IOP for letting us have a transit campus in their space. Let 
us preserve the sanctity of their own campus and appreciate their generosity. We will 
someday become scientists like the IOP guys and our NISER faculty and some fine day, we 
will become bald too! Scientists are good people. We should not disturb their peace. Live and 
let live and let them live, they will let us live, let others live,.....and so on..... 

       -Varpi 

 

. 
 The physics lab reports are an amazing opportunity to earn some common sense in the basic 
physics. It is a very efficient way of learning so many concepts in physics in the right spirit. 
Search the web, read books, discuss with friends about the concept behind the experiment as 
you write the report. Do not just do it as a ritual. I personally learnt a lot by doing all the 
reports sincerely. Ya, as time goes, students tend to find an easy way out of this homework 
and do wrong things. Be wise and choose to do the right thing. Don't mix into the crowd. You 
came here to become a scientist. Every man for himself. 

       -Kappa. 
 
 
 

    1) Read some philosophy. You will need it. 
        2) Sweating is good for health! Welcome to the city. 

   3) Write your names on the pen drive you use (name the drive in your name too). 



   

   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
        4) You are allowed to use a maximum of 5 GB space in your NISER account. 
        5) Wash clothes regularly. Don't let the clothes rot in the soap water for days together. 
        6) Do take care of your books and don’t leave them in the institute. 

  7) NISER is a great place, one of the reasons being that it has a small population and 
everybody     knows everybody. Move with everyone and do not create friction 
between the authorities and the students. Let NISER remain a flat world. The faculty 
and the students are friends. The teachers learn, teach and research. We too learn, 
teach and research (cough!). Let's not turn this institute into 'one more 
engineering/science college'. 

 

     -Omega. 

 

 

  1. Live for others. 
2. Happiness is hard to find. But if you give happiness to others, it   somehow finds its path 
to you. 
3. Never take any decision under the influence of adrenaline. Do not do anything for which 
you will repent. 
4. Do not study for marks. Marks would just help you sometimes, but the thing which will be 
helping you lifelong is your understanding. 
5. We are always there to help you out, whatever the problem may be. 
6. DISCUSS PROBLEMS WITH SENIORS. Interact with seniors. Share knowledge. This helps 
you to get better understanding of the subject. 
7. Do not delay your work. Finish it first & then do whatever you want. 
8. Try to find out some time for some light exercise (about 10 minutes) 
9. BE UNITED. DO NOT MAKE GROUPS. EVEN IF YOU DO, KEEP THE INTERACTIONS 
POSITIVE. 
   

-Lambda. 
 
 
 

 It will be thoughtful not to waste power. Lights and fans should be seen to be switched off 
before leaving any of the Lecture halls. Let's try it. The same would be nice if such practice 
be also seen in the hostels. Usually many of the flats have their bathroom light always 
switched on. Do you think that an ever glowing bathroom light brings good luck to the flat  
inmates? Please switch off lights when not necessary.  
 
 
 

 Try to have a sense of belongingness to the institute. However I cannot force you to bring 
that sense into you. It must come from within. Please remain silent for a while and observe 
around. Don't you think that it is a great place to be in?  Hmm.. 

       -Mu 
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Our Graduated seniors and DMC club 



  

―

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1429989.Richard_P_Feynman


 

 

Now as to introduce The sunny and rainy city of Bhubaneshwar, The temple city of India, which is now your 

second home, Try to enjoy as much as possible till your attilian existence in here as life is short! There are many 

places in the city you sure might like to bump into and enjoy! 

One thing muster, Beware of auto bhaina’s. always bargain but don’t get into unnecessary quarrels too…the 

meter fares always seem to increase by a rupee in the limelight city. And don’t return empty pocketed after 

having a good gastronomical delight in restaurant coz you never know what the auto charges will be! 

Since there ain’t much street foods outside the campus, and if want to try something new rather than the mess 

food, sound advice: try to find one! But occasionally y’all can scurry to Top ‘n’ Town, the vada stall outside the 

nearby pan shop, and monginis (of course), and many more dozen outlets like fast food just round about a mile. 

Henceforth no trouble. 

And hey! The most ardent request from us, Try to give your fullest in the participating events and competition in 

NISER, so we find out and claim some creative and capable legs amongst you. 

As our tradition, treats and parties too come unlimited here. Give a bash to your batchmates and demand treats 

from achievers. It’s all freewill nothing else. 

And yes be ready with your performances to rock on this cultural fest….. 



  

 

  



” 
THE END. 
FADE TO BLACK. 
ROLL CREDITS.* 
 
Holy man . A senior 
Traveller . Junior 
Banyan tree - NISER 
Hot place - Bhubaneswar 

  

  

  

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________

 

The above three lines (over the asterisk) as I remember is from the book 'The God particle: If the universe is the 

answer, what is the question?' - Leon Lederman. 


